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SYNOPSIS

On Saturday, January 6, 2007, Paul Guafiuna asked his parents for permission to go out with
his friends to a hip-hop concert in Quito. When Paul and two other friends were walking back
home, they stopped at a wall and wrote the word mapa, a diminutive of mapahuiras (dirty
butter in Kichwa). A neighbor thought they were tagging and called the police who arrested
the teenagers. The next day Paul's lifeless body was found at the bottom of a ravine by his
father. Since then, he led an intense social struggle to seek justice, which brought together
hundreds of young people from the city's urban tribes, achieving a 20-year prison sentence
for the three police officers involved. However, after three years in jail they were released.
Brave and pertinent as ever, Guafiuna poignantly directed by David Lasso, portrays the tireless
struggle of a father, thousands of young people, and a wounded community, to expose
racism, authoritarianism, and the entrenched impunity that persists in Ecuadorian society.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

“This case moved me for several reasons. First, because the murdered young man and |
studied at the same school. We live in the same universe, even though we are 20 years apart.
However, during the research | learned that my grandmother also had the same indigenous
surname "Guafiuna", | understood that if this story moved me it was because | felt the same
exclusion in which | grew up. The film | wanted to make portrayed that visual and symbolic
atmosphere.

However, | also wanted to talk about the disciplinary society we live in, where each one of us
has internalized a police look that assumes the difference of the other as a potential social
danger, as an internal enemy. And where young people from popular sectors are seduced by
the uniform and martiality. As the Brazilian educator Paulo Freire would say: the oppressed
wants to liberate himself by becoming the oppressor.

It took me 14 years to make the film, because | wanted not only to tell another case of police
abuse, but to make an audiovisual essay on self-discipline. And to question the punitive gaze
that we all demand from justice. There is a phrase in the documentary that says: "if they killed
him for scratching, by scratching we will remember him". Making this film is a way to graffiti
history at a time when panic about crime justifies police excesses.

| start the film quoting the genesis: "Cain, where is your brother?" and | end it by saying that
"in the Andean cosmovision, a son is the son of the whole community". | seek to reflect with

the viewers on the social pact, so necessary to live in the identity differences.”

David Lasso
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